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authority by degrees, for the hereditary revenue of the Crown
had become insufficient to supply the demands of the State and
the public service; a National Debt was being formed, and it
was now necessary to convene the Irish Houses, every second,
year at least, in a regular manner- A party in it, slowly acquiring
influence, denounced the Pension List and other acts of the
Castle; as early as 1731 it began to claim a right to deal with
the national funds, and the patriotism of "Tottenham in his
boots," whose vote proved decisive, was long remembered as that
of a champion of freedom. The power, however, of the Irish
Parliament was much more augmented by the increase of the
wealth and the development of a new spirit in the landed
gentry. As the Protestant aristocracy grew richer and thus
gained more influence in the state, as it formed more andjnore
president class, as its sentiments gradually became more Irish,
it began to dislike the rule of the men at the Castle and to
seek to assert an authority of its own ; it employed its crowd
of nominees in the Irish House of Commons to resist a govern-
ment to which it had been long subservient; and thus an
opposition to the Crown and its measures, slowly gathering in
" strength, was created by degrees. The " English interest" in a
word, as in bygone times, was confronted by a new " Irish
interest" This body of men which was a mere oligajchy, took
no thought of the mass of the people, especially of the down-
trodden Catholics; it was often grasping, corrupt, selfish, more
than once, borrowing an ominous name, it became an " under-
taker" to do the work of the Castle, in return for a lavish bribe
o'f patronage and place. Nevertheless the appearance of this
Junta was a change for the better in the affairs of Ireland, even,
in a certain sense, marked a turn in her history. The men of
the u Irish interest" understood Ireland in a way beyond the
reach of officials from England; they were experienced in local
Irish business; many as were their faults they loved their
country, after their own fashion; and, from the nature of the
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